_ A x: —_— 
THE HONOURABLE, THE KNIGHTS, 
CITIZENS AND BURGESSES OF THE HOUSE 
OF COMMONSIN PARLIAMENT: 


The Humble Petition of eAldermen, Commoz. Comrel-men, Subſidymen, and other Inhabitants 
of the Citic of Lox Do, ard the Suburbs thereof. 


SAEvVVET K}; 


. HAT they doe with all humble chankfulneſſe acknowledge that great labour andcare, which this honourable Aſſembly 
hath undergone now for the pace of above one whole yeare,endeavoring the reformation and removal of thoſe many preſ< 
(ares & grievances in Church and Common-wealth, And do humbly preſent that grateful acceptance & high eltcem, which 
nor only the Petitioners, bur allo all well affefted ro che honour of his Majeſty and proſperity of this Kingdome have, of 
theſe your great and unweatied endeavors, which alchough they (by reaſon of the Popiſh Lords and Biſhops Voting inthe 
Houſe of Peeres, and other impediments as they humbly conceive) have nor hitherto produced thoſe happy effeQs you ay- 
med at; Yet,ro the Petitioners great comfort, divers of thoſe preſluresare already removed : as eArbirrary Courts, Ship« 
money, Monopolzes, and other illegall Impoſirions, wherewith they were burrhened, and further hopes given by the happy A of this 
PARLIAMENTS continuance, 
Thar (notwithſtanding all this) the Papiſts and their adherents, whoſe malice ceaſerh not, have by ſundry ſecret and deſperate plots, 
attempted the ruine and deſtruction of this State and Kirgdome, and however ſome of.chem have hitherto by Gods providence, and your 
| prudence, been diſcovered and become abortive; Yer the ſadeffects of others of them, are nor onlyfelt, and much more feared in this 


Realme of Ergland,burt alſo have of late broken out into open Rebellion in Irtland, where moſt barbarous,ſavage, cruell, and inhumane 2Qi- 
ons are practiſed towards our Brethren by Nation and Religion, whole lamgatable and deplored condition the Petitioners much pirty and 
lament, and have juſt cauſe to feare, that as already there hath beenmuch Chriſtian blood ſpitc, ſo inſhort cime, if ſpeedy helpe be not ſent, 
nor only the many great Debrs there owing to divers of the Petitioners, and others of this Kingdome; will be wholly loſt, bur (which is 
-farre more) the very name of the Fxgl:ſb and Proteſtant Religion there, will be rooted our, which thoſe Rebells (the Foundation of whoſe 
Religion is written in letters of blood) do only oppole. 

And for that divers of the Petitioners receive daily information from all parts of this Kingdome,of the bold inſolent carriage, and threat. 
ting ſpeeches of the Papiſts in this Realm,ariling(as the Petitioners humbly conceive)not only from the prevailing of the Rebels 1n treland, 
hut alſo from the want of (uch ſecure and ſpeedy courſe againſt Papiſts here, as the preſent condition of this Kingdome requireth, and this 
honourable Aſſembly hath earneſtly endeavoured, 

From which grounds, th- Petitioners cannor omit to repreſent unto you,the great terrors, feares, and diſtractions, that they lie under, of a 
iddaine ſurprize by their bloody hands; By meanes whereof, the Trading of this City and Kingdome is much more of late decayed, then ic 
kth been fordivers yeares paſt, no man tollowiug his Trade cheerfully,while the lives of himſclfe and Family,and the publique ſafety of the 

ingdome are in danger; and while he knowerth not how ſoon they may feele the like cruelty and inhumanity from the Papiſts, and their ad- 
rents,as theſe in /relandhave done, which it ever it ſhall happen, chis honourable Afembly-muſt expe& to have a deep ſhare in their malice 

d cruelty againſt whom they have alreacy by themſelves andtheir Aberttors endeavoured,to raiſeadiſreſpe& in the hearts of the people, to 

ide berween the Kings Majeſty and his Parlzament, and ſediriouſly ro miſcouftrue the Citizens dutifull and loyall entertainment of his Ma- 

y, to be a difſerting of this honourable Aſſembly, the leaſt thought whereof,che Peririoners doe urterly deteſt and abhorre. | 
To the endtherefore, chat the deſtructive plots of the Papiſts and their adherents may be defeated, the grounds of their hopes and 
inſolencies removed,conſiderable Forces with all expedition ſent ro ſubdue thoſe abhominable and bloody Rebels in Irelend;This City 
Kingdome, (for preventionofthe like miſchiefes here, and ſecuring the peace thereof) purinto a poſture of defence, the Petitioners 
| £.edfrom their feares, encouraged in their Trades, and in due time reccive ſuch juſt Anſweresro their former Petitions, as ſhall ſeem 
el tO YOur great wiſdomes. | 
It is hambly prayed, that you will vouchſafe to be a meanes to the Kings Majeſty and the Houſe of Peeres,that life may 


be ſpeedily given to your good eadeavours by elvis wwucurzence with you in rhe panithing of Delinquents, and redreſ- 
ſing the preſſures and grievances in Church and Common-wealth {atrronyt which the abules crept into the ancient go- 


vernment of this City, they humbly deſire may in duc time be takea into conſideration.) And for the better effeQting 
hereof,that the Popiſh Lords and Biſhops may be removed out of the Houſe of Peeres, as was deſired in thepreſence of 
divers of this honourable Aſſembly, by the repreſentative body of this City in the G uild-hall, when 5cooolz. was freely 
lent to raiſe Forces for Freland, the greateſt part wherof was ſpeedily brought in by the Petitioners. 
eAnd the Petitioners who well know their own ſafeties, are wrapt up in you? s. ſhall not faale to put up daily Prayers to Almighty 
God for your good ſucceſſe, and to maintaine and defend, tothe utmoſt hazard of their lives and eſtates | (according totherr late 
Proteſtation the King s Majeſly,and high Court of Parliament,agaznſt all wicked Coanſtilors,and malignant oppoſers, who in« 
deavour,euher by ſecret plot or open force, 70 prejudice the one or the other , or to make drvi{ion between his AMHijeſty and the 
Parliament,whom God axd the Laws of this Land, have united in ſo nearea Rolation, : 


et n 


A true relation of the manner how it was delivered. 


ThisPetition was ſubſcribed vith above 20000 hands of Aldermen, Common-Counſell men, Merchants and others of great ranck and quality , two hnndred 
hereof did ride in Coaches, (the 1 1, Decem. 1641.) to deliver the ſame. The Houſe of Commons (af:cr ſome mediation) admitted their Perſons and Petition, 
hich Petition was preſented by Mr, Fockes, Merchant, who rlated to the Honourable Aſſembl y,that he could have brought them as miny perſons as there were 
nds to the Petition, but that he judged it nor fir ro come thither in a tumultuous manner; declaring (1 kewiſe) howthey met with ſome obſtructions (in their ga. 
tering of hands) by ill affeRted perſons, And when he had thus done ſpeaking,they were commanded to withdraw :.In the Intcrim, the Petition was read intke 
louſe,and then they were called in againe - they being come in, the Honourable Aſſembly certified unto them thattheir Petition was very lovingly and thank= 
ly accepted of with reality of affe&ions, promiſing them thar they would rake the ſeveral branches of their Perition into Conlideration giving them order(like- 
Me) preſent the Names of ſuch ill affeed Perſons,as did hinder or dilcouragethem in ſeeking to redrefle their grievances in fo lawfull 2 way, and a tri order 
would be taken with them. 


Piintedin the yeare 1641, - 


